
  

Colours of Invasion

Bugweed  (Solanum mauritianum) Chandelier plant  (Bryophyllum delagoense)

Watter lettuce  (Pistia stratiotes)

Mexican sunflower  (Tithonia diversifolia) Lantana  (Lantana camara)

White ginger lily  (Hedychium coronarium)

How to remove invaders
Getting rid of invasive alien plants is often 
very easy. There are a few species of invasive 
alien plants that are more of a challenge, but 
your local garden centre will be able to offer 
more detailed advice. The key is to repeat the 
control as often as is necessary. Invasive alien 
plants are like an irritating rash. Apply the 
appropriate treatment, and you will rid your 
garden of these unwanted species. Chemical removal
Physical removal
Many IAPs can be removed manually or with 
the help of simple tools. 

•  Shrubs and small trees:   Cut off the top 
    growth; remove the stem and roots from 
    the soil.
•  Large trees:   If the tree is too large for 
    physical removal, consider ring or strip 
    barking the tree. Remove a ring of bark at 
    least 25cm wide. To strip bark, peel the bark 
    down or just below ground level, pulling 
    outwards. Ring or strip barking interferes 
    with the circulation of the tree and results 
    in it slowly dying. Do remember the tree 
    will eventually fall down which could be 
    dangerous. This method must be combined 
    with chemical control for trees that sucker 
    from the roots such as poplars (Populus sp.), 
    Australian blackwood (Acacia melanoxylon), 
    silver wattle (Acacia dealbata) and black 
    locust (Robinia pseudoacacia). Contact your 
    local garden centre for assistance with 
    cutting down big trees.

There are a number of effective herbicides on 
the market. Different herbicides affect 
different plants so read the label carefully.

•  Seedlings and small shrubs:  Foliar spray:  
    Herbicides can be sprayed on plants that are   
    less than 2m in height and have good green 
    foliage, for quick results. Spray when there 
    is now wind. Most herbicides enter the 
    ‘blood stream’ or circulation of a plant and 
    eventually kill the shrub or plant. 
•  Large shrubs and trees:  Cut-stump 
    treatment: Fell the tree, leaving a stump as 
    flat and as close to the ground as possible. 
    Mix the appropriate/suitable herbicide 
    according to the instructions on the label 
    and apply immediately to the freshly cut 
    stump, including all bark and exposed roots.
•  Basal stem treatment:  Paint a herbicide 
    solution (according to the label) onto the 
    base of the tree trunk and any exposed 
    roots. Paint the herbicide up to a height of 
    25cm above ground level. In the case of 
    multi-stemmed trees, each individual stem 
    should be painted.
•  Coppicing:  In the case of re-growth, mix 
    appropriate herbicide as per instructions 
    and spray on the re-growth. The re-growth 
    must have sufficient green foliage or it will 
    not take up sufficient chemicals. Ensure that 
    a full cover spray is achieved. 
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The Formosa lily is spreading rapidly around 
forest edges, moist grasslands and roadsides 
around Durban and spreading inland along the N3 
route. This lily has large, white trumpet-shaped 
flowers with flushes of pink or purple. It is tall, 
reaching up to 1,5m in height with a shiny green 
stems and long and narrow leaves. It is also 
tolerant of dry and sandy soils and if allowed to 
expand, it can have a detrimental effect on 
grasslands.

Pompom weed is a serious invasive plant in 
grassland and in recent years has increased its range 
in KwaZulu-Natal. It is a perennial herb, barely 
noticeable until the bright pink pompom-like 
flowers appear in profusion in late summer. They 
grow up to 1,3m in height with purplish-green stems 
and leaves mostly concentrated at the base. These 
plants can form dense stands and they are 
unpalatable to livestock, therefore reducing the 
grazing capacity of the land.  

1)  Formosa lily 
      (Lilium formosanum)

3)  Pompom weed
      (Campuloclinium macrocephalum)
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Recycling IAPs
An enormous quantity of biomass is created by the 
removal of invasive plants across South Africa each 
year. Natural Resource Management 
Programmes endeavour to channel this biomass 
into Value Added Industries which use the wood to 
create school furniture, eco-coffins, fencing, crafts 
and décor accessories.
   Grey poplar harvested from the wetlands
of southern Limpopo is used to create baskets.
Australian wattle harvested in the southern Cape is 
used for decorative screens sold in garden 
centres across the country.

How to help
Join the Friends of Working for Water and help 
us tackle the invasive alien plant problem in 
South Africa.
•  Use your knowledge to inform and educate the 
    public on the problem of invasive alien plants at 
    nurseries or garden shows.
•  Join a hacking party to remove invasive plants in 
    your area.
•  Fund an unemployed worker to take out 
    invaders.
•  Join the ‘Plant Me Instead’ movement by 
    sponsoring the planting of alternative species.

www.invasives.org.za
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3 Parthenium is a noxious weed invading agricultural 
land and indigenous vegetation, leading to massive 
financial loss in agriculture. It chemically inhibits 
other plant growth, is known to cause asthma and 
dermatitis in humans and detrimental to grazing 
livestock populations. It is an annual herb growing 
to 1,5m in height and having a longitudinally 
grooved stem with short hairs. The leaves are 
pinnately lobed and small white flowers in compact 
heads appear from September-May. This rapidly 
growing plant can flower 4-6 weeks after 
germination and each plant can produce up to 
30 000 seeds. 

Triffid weed is common throughout coastal KwaZulu-
Natal. It is a scrambling shrub growing to 4m in 
height with oval to triangular green leaves which 
have serrated margins. The leaves smell of paraffin 
when crushed and this plant is highly flammable. It 
can replace up to 100% of the indigenous vegetation 
and each plant can produce over a million seeds. It 
has had a detrimental impact on crocodile breeding 
sites in the iSimangaliso Wetland Park. 

2)  Parthenium
      (Parthenium hysterophorus)

4)  Triffid weed
      (Chromolaena odorata)

2

4


